
 

Recommendation Letter Instructions 

Applications for Regular Admissions Due March 4, 2016 

Applications for Late Admission Due May 6, 2016 

Late applications may be accepted if space is available. 
 
Dear Referee,  

The student you are writing for is applying to participate in Wildlife Ecology Research at the Huyck 

Preserve and Biological Research Station. The Preserve is located approximately 30 miles southwest of 
Albany, New York, on the western edge of the Helderberg Plateau. Since the Preserve’s establishment in 

1931, hundreds of scientists have conducted research here, having been attracted by our diverse habitats 

and research legacy.  
 

If accepted into Wildlife Ecology Research, the student will live at the research station for three weeks and 

learn basic ecological principles through hands-on research experience. Students will be introduced to 
ecology and research methods, prepare their own research proposals, and carry about a research project. 

Participation in the program requires intellectual ability, curiosity, hard work, attention to detail, initiative, 

and the ability to live in close quarters with a variety of other people (see below for more details).  

 
Applications for admission will not be reviewed without a reference. Your timely response is appreciated. 

Please review the recommendation instructions below. If you have any questions about the recommendation 

process or Wildlife Ecology Research, please do not hesitate to contact me. When sending your letter please 
be sure to include the student’s last name in the e-mail subject line and in the file name (example: 

SMITH_Internship REC).  

 

Recommendation letters should be submitted by e-mail directly to dawn@huyckpreserve.org by the 

application deadline. Letters of recommendation should NOT be sent by the student.  

 

Thank You! 
 

Dawn O’Neal, Ph.D. 

Executive Director 
Wildlife Ecology Research Program Director 

Huyck Preserve and Biological Research Station 

P.O. Box 189 

Rensselaerville, NY 12147 
518-797-3440 

dawn@huyckpreserve.org  

www.huyckpreserve.org/WER 
 

http://www.huyckpreserve.org/WER
mailto:dawn@huyckpreserve.org
mailto:dawn@huyckpreserve.org
file:///C:/Users/Dawn/Documents/LAB/Huyck%20Research%20Preserve/HS%20programs/2013-2014%20WER/2013-2014_WER_Application/www.huyckpreserve.org/WER


Wildlife Ecology Research Recommendation Instructions 

Agreement respecting confidentiality:  

Under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy act of 1974 student applicants are given the opportunity 
to waive, or not waive, their right of access to this recommendation form. Unless required to under the 1974 

Privacy act, or other legal order, Wildlife Ecology Research will not release referee material and this 

recommendation form will be used by Wildlife Ecology Research solely in its procedures relating to the 

applicant’s admission to the program.  

 

In your letter, please answer the following questions about the student. 
 

1. Include your name and contact information (address, e-mail, and phone number) as well as the 

name of the student you are recommending for the program.  

 

2. Indicate your relationship to student and give a brief description of the science course/project in 
which you mentored the student.  

 

3. Give a statement describing the student’s academic strengths and weaknesses, performance in 
group settings, maturity, and character.  Any additional comments or insight into this student’s 

abilities and interest in this course would also be greatly appreciated.   

 

About Wildlife Ecology Research  

Introduction to Ecology: The first half of Wildlife Ecology Research introduces students to ecology and 

field research methods. Ecologists will guide students through ecological topics such as forest, 
community, behavioral, and disease ecology using questions related to their own research. In the process, 

students will gain experience with the scientific process and discover how ecologist sample and monitor 

insects, fungi, plants, birds and mammals. Additionally, students will attend classroom and field based 

seminars on science photography, illustration, and writing; research ethics; ecological management and 
conservation; and careers in ecology. 

 

Student Research: For the second half of the program, students will develop a question for a small group 
(2-3 students) research project. Students will delve into primary literature (papers from scientific journals) 

and creating research proposals outlining hypotheses and research methods. These proposals will be 

presented in oral and written formats to the class for critique. Following critiques, students will 
implement their projects collecting and analyzing their data. Final results will be presented in an oral 

presentation to the Huyck community at a science symposium. Students will also be required to prepare 

individual papers of their results following standard scientific journal formats.  

 

Course Objectives 

Upon completion of the course students will be able to:  

 Conduct field studies designed to emphasize key ecological concepts. 

 Learn common methods and techniques used in ecological research.  

 Build skills identifying, monitoring, and sampling plants and animals. 

 Analyze and interpret collected data and prepare written and oral research reports.  

 Define and discuss major topics in field ecology including ecosystem, community, population, 

behavioral, physiological, disease, and evolutionary ecology.  

 Prepare for courses and research experiences at the college level.  

 

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html

