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INTRODUCING OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF CONSERVATION AND EDUCATION

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I am thrilled to announce that Dr. Anne Rhoads has joined our staff 
as the Director of Conservation and Education. 

Anne comes to the Preserve with experience and skills that are ideal for this position.  She earned her 
Ph.D. from the Department of Biology and Medicine at Brown University where she focused her 
research on forest ecology and the impacts of human and natural disturbances on forest communities.  
Before pursuing graduate studies, Anne was a Biology major at Vassar College and taught high school 
science at the Emma Willard School in Troy. 

Anne’s personal and professional life are marked with a devotion to environmental protection and land 
conservation. She worked as a Conservation Program Manager for PLAN in Saratoga Springs and 
served as Conservation Consultant for Aquidneck Land Trust in Rhode Island where she developed 
management plans for protected properties and ran public programs including guided hikes, public 
presentations, and active volunteer programs of land stewards.

Volunteerism has also been central to Anne’s work. She serves as president of the Parent Teacher 
Student Association for the Greenville Central School district and is a coach for the Odyssey of the 
Mind Program.  She is an active member of the Vassar Alumni Association as a contributor to the 
Alumni Magazine. 

For the past six years, Anne served on our Board of Directors, holding leadership roles on our Research 
Committee, Land Conservation and Stewardship Committee and Education Committee. Anne’s 
extraordinary contributions will segue into her professional role as she continues to forge educational 
programs with local students and promote scientic research programs at the Preserve with her 
afliations.

Anne is a shining star in every way. We are so fortunate to have her join the Huyck Preserve as we enter 
into a phase of an accelerated commitment to innovative educational programs that inspire a passion for 
environmental stewardship.

Please join us in wishing Anne every success and watch for announcements of her programs. 

Thank you for your support and participation,

Susan Kessler, President

LETTER TO OUR MEMBERSHIP
Dear Members,

To get to the point, we have been busy!

Over the past few months, your Board of Directors and the Preserve staff have pulled together to move forward on a number of strategic 
initiatives.  We have made notable progress towards putting a conservation easement on the Preserve properties, including raising the 
necessary funding, which will solidify our strategic responsibility of protecting the Lake Myosotis watershed. 

We have accomplished 95% of the heavy lifting on an accreditation process with the Land Trust Alliance. Completion of this process will 
increase our ability to achieve grant funding, and bolster our exposure to shared “best practices” for land trust organizations such as the Huyck 

Preserve. 

Finally, we have successfully concluded a search for a Director of Conservation and Education (see 
accompanying article), a new position, allowing us to reignite important educational programs and 
engage in exciting new initiatives that serve our important membership and community.

What's next on the docket? 

As a campus maintenance project, we will install a new roof on the Eldridge Research Center.  At the 
Board level, we intend to conduct an in-depth evaluation of our performance and available resources to 
better serve our four-part strategic mission of research, conservation, education and recreation; as well as 
our subsidiary operating imperatives.

We thank you for your support of the Huyck Preserve.  Look for our annual appeal in December which 
will play a critical role in continuing the missions started by the Huyck family some 80 years ago.

Sincerely, 

Brad Dyer, Chair
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Kelly Martin, our beloved Wildlife Family Hour 
host, has been a New York State Wildlife 
Rehabilitator for many years and is the president 

of the NYS Wildlife Rehabilitation Council. During 
Wildlife Family Hour, Kelly guides children and adults of 
all ages on short hikes throughout the Preserve’s forests 
and showcases some of her educational, rehabilitated 
animals. 

Read on to nd more information about some of the furry 
critters she rescued this summer:
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Saving Nature from Its Human Predators

Right: These two ravens were from a group of ve: three related nest 
mates and two from separate clutches, that were all orphaned. The 

two separate birds were edglings isolated from the family units and 
were thin and a bit weak, but suffered no injuries. The three others 

were illegally removed from a nest and were very young upon intake. 
All ve have since been released.

Below: Porcupines are semi-precocial, so the rescued 
baby needed less time in rehabilitation. Precocial 
refers to species in which the young are relatively 
mature and mobile from birth. Porcupines are not 

very social except while they’re nursing.

Above and right: By rescuing orphaned or injured animals, 
Kelly not only helps to rehabilitate them, but is able to educate 

children and adults alike about these magnicent creatures. 
The mothers of both the baby beaver and the porcupette (baby 
porcupine) pictured here were killed, and these animals were 

rescued nearby. Neither was injured but they needed care until 
old enough to be released into the wild. 

Left: Beavers are very social creatures and stay with 
their family unit until 1 -2 years of age, depending on 

resources available to support the family.

Join us next summer for 
Wildlife Family Hour, as 

well as at our Winter Festival 
on February 3rd to see more 

rescued animals!



The town of Gilboa, New York in neighboring 
Schoharie County is home to a world famous 
Middle Devonian fossil forest.  At around 385 

million years old, the Gilboa plant locality is one of the 
oldest known forest communities in the world.  The rst 
fossil to be discovered was a tree trunk cast that was found 
by a farmer in 1850.  Then, in 1924, the town of Gilboa 
began quarrying rock to build a dam and uncovered 
hundreds of tree stump casts preserved standing upright on 
an ancient forest oor.  

Winifred Goldring, the rst female State Paleontologist of 
New York, studied and published on these fossils.  She 
named the fossil tree stumps Eospermatopteris and 
interpreted them as swamp-dwelling plants based on the 
bulbous nature of the stump bases.  Although only tree 
stumps were recovered as fossils, Goldring was able to 
reconstruct the top of the tree based on fossil nds from other 

places of a similar age. After completion of the dam, the fossil 
forest oor was buried along with the rest of the rock quarry.  

The next fossil discovery related to the Gilboa forest didn't occur 
until almost 75 years later.  In 2005, a team of researchers from the 
New York State Museum made an extraordinary nd about 13km 
away from Gilboa at a site known as South Mountain.  They had 
found a spectacular fossil consisting of an entire tree.  The top of 
the tree looked very similar to Goldring's interpreted 
reconstruction, and we now know that they could reach up to 
about 8m (almost 30 feet) in height.

In 2010, the town of Gilboa reopened the rock quarry in order to 
provide material to replace the dam over the Schoharie River, and 
museum scientists had 10 days to restudy the forest.  This time, 
they mapped the forest oor to show the distribution of trees, 
collected more stumps, and took rock samples.  They found more 
plant fossils that had been known before and were able to 
reconstruct what the forest would have looked like in more detail 
and with greater accuracy.  The quarry, along with one of Earth's 
rst forests, is now buried again.  Hopefully, with new 
technology, we will learn even more from this locality in the 
future. 

The Gilboa Forest
LISA AMATI, PH.D

Huyck Preserve and Biological Research Station

4

Goldring's vision of the Gilboa forest as it was on 
display at the New York State Museum.

A more modern interpretation of the Gilboa forest as 
depicted on the cover of Nature magazine in 2012.

Dr. Lisa Amati is State Paleontologist and Curator of Invertebrate 
Paleontology at the New York State Museum. She focuses on the 
paleoecology and evolutionary relationships of trilobites, a fossil group of 
extinct marine life that roamed the Earth's oceans for almost 300 million 
years and disappeared about 252 million years ago.



After reading in The New York Times insert about the August 
21 total solar eclipse, I had strong regrets about not planning to 
spend this event at a location where I could experience the 

total eclipse along its path. Although eclipses happen with regularity, 
on this day, the Earth crossed the shadow of the moon, creating a total 
solar eclipse in which the path of the moon's shadow passed through 
the continental US for the rst time in almost 40 years.

Instead I joined approximately 100 members of our community at 
Lake Myosotis where the Helderberg Earth and Sky Observatory had 
set up two telescopes as well as other clever  devices to view the partial 

eclipse on this tranquil 
summer day.  While clouds 
appeared to obscure the 
view temporarily, at the 
appointed hour, the sky 
cleared, and we were all able to view a beautiful 
and miraculous natural event that was 
magnied by the shared community spirit.

The experience was heightened by the 
comradery of everyone who shared their 
lunches, special eclipse glasses and good 
conversation.  Special thanks goes to the HESO 
for spearheading this event, for the Preserve 
staff for helping to make everything ow, and 
to the organizers of the R’ville Ride for 
providing the delicious ice cream treats!
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Solar Eclipse at the Huyck:      
August 21, 2017

HELENE GOLDBERGER, FORMER MEMBER OF THE HUYCK PRESERVE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Helene, an outdoor enthusiast, is a resident of Berne, 
member of the Huyck Preserve, and former board member 
who is devoted to land conservation and environmental 
protection.  She is of counsel to Tooher & Barone PLLC, an 
environmental law rm.  Helene and her husband, Paul, 
live with their two rescued pitbull dogs, a retired horse and 
his barn kitty on land protected by a conservation easement.

It’s never too early to start thinking about the many fun ways we can enjoy the cold 
season, and one of our most popular festivals is just around the corner! As always, join 

us outside on Lincoln Pond for sledding, ice skating, ice shing and rescue 
demonstrations. Then, come warm up inside with hot cocoa, indoor activities, and to 

peruse the ne selection of local goods in our Artisan Market!

We’ll be adding more information on our website, so be sure to visit and check for 
updates by visiting www.huyckpreserve.org/coming-programs

Interested in bringing your goods to this fun event? Contact emileigh@huyckpreserve.org .
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Winter Festival and Artisan Market
February 3, 2018 | 11am to 3pm

Eldridge Research Station and Lincoln Pond

Partial view of the eclipse from one of 
the telescopes brought by the Albany   

Amateurs Astronomy Club

Although the lines were long to catch a glimpse 
of the spectacle through the telescopes, the 

feeling of camaraderie was potent

Guests turned out in large numbers for shared community spirit!
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By the middle of this century, the ability of the world's farmers to produce enough food to feed the 9 -10 billion people 
who will live on this planet, will be severely challenged. The challenge of massive population will be exacerbated by 
the more intense storms, desertication, and crop failure caused by climate change and loss of soil capacity. While 

heading off the impending crises requires that we reduce carbon emissions to the atmosphere and population growth (if we 
don't, Nature will), it also means that we need to take a careful look at agriculture and nd more sustainable approaches to 
growing food. While the tendency, particularly among scientists, is to seek solutions through technology, I would suggest 
that we look to Nature for answers as well. 

The emergence of agriculture 10,000 years ago changed the relationship between humans and Nature. The domestication of 
crops and animals was transformative for our species. It allowed dramatic increases in numbers, the creation of settlements, 
towns and cities, the divisions of labor, and ultimately the emergence of great civilizations. It also began a cycle of 
environmental degradation that continues to this day, and that led, in the United States, to a socio-economically, 
environmentally and ethically destructive industrial food production system. Modern agriculture contributes 30-50 percent 
of global greenhouse gas emissions. In the US, nutrient runoff from farms makes agriculture one of the major sources of 
pollution responsible for noxious algal blooms, eutrophication and hypoxia in streams, rivers, estuaries and coastal ocean 
waters. The massive overuse and misuse of antibiotics have created pathogens and antibiotic-resistant bacterial strains that 
currently represent a serious and unresolved threat to public health. 

  

It doesn't have to be this way. My students and I are part of a community of farmers, ranchers, agronomists and agricultural 
ecologists working to develop and implement techniques that will lead to the production of nutrient dense food without 
spoiling the Earth's ecosystems. In fact, we are exploring ways to reverse soil degradation, improve ecosystem integrity and 
increase biological diversity through farming. We call our project Eden 2.0. It is based on using Nature as a guide in our efforts 
to produce food.

Here are six rules that can help us to farm in ways that are consistent with natural processes:

Rule 1. Keep the soil covered – Carbon in the air is undesirable; carbon in 
the soil is highly desirable. Intensive rotational grazing, no till planting 
and the use of cover crops ensure that carbon will stay in the soil. This will 
help with water balance as well.

Rule 2. Less is more – Cutting, seeding, and adding synthetic fertilizer to 
the soil take a lot of work, are expensive and often end up having undesired 
or unexpected effects. When we quit cutting the pastures on our farm and 
let Nature take over, we produced a diverse plant community that appears 
to support the health of our livestock and we reduced our greenhouse gas 
emissions by about a ton. I also saved a whole bunch of money on diesel 
fuel. And as long as I manage the pH, the manure my sheep leave in the 
pastures provides all the fertility our pastures need.

Rule 3. Follow Nature's example (She's been at it a long time)  - Did you 
ever wonder why the 60 million bison that roamed the prairie for ten 
thousand years never overgrazed or caused the climate to change? Maybe it 
has something to do with the way they related to the environment and to   

t                                    the broader ecosystem. That ecosystem consisted of soil and water, a  

Eden 2.0:
 How farming with Nature can save the food system, 

and maybe the planet
GARY KLEPPEL, PH.D.

A happy ock of sheep grazing on an over-grown meadow. 



community of plants and of herbivores and 
predators. All were critical. The bison 
followed a seasonal “green wave” of plant 
emergence that produced the most 
nutritious forage. They aggregated tightly, 
which frustrated their predators (who 
always seemed to get a few bison anyway), 
and moved continuously, leaving the 
vegetation to recover, ungrazed for long 
periods of time. Farmers and ranchers have 
developed grazing techniques that seek to 
mimic the behaviors of these wild 
ungulates. A growing number of farmers 
and ranchers are using these Nature-based 
techniques.

Rule 4. Promote soil health with microbes – Most of the bacteria and fungi that live in the soil are incredibly helpful. They 
assist in nutrient capture, turnover and retention. They feed the macrophytes (plants), and their activities stimulate plant 
growth. They help with water balance and carbon sequestration. Grazing promotes microbial growth, and modern multi-
paddock grazing techniques promote microbial diversity, which is directly associated with nutrient cycling and plant 
growth.

Rule 5. Promote diversity – One of the cardinal rules of ecology is that diversity creates stability. Nature abhors a 
monoculture. Grow as many different things as you can. Link them together in an ecosystem. The results, in terms of health 
and productivity, will quickly become apparent. Diversication of farm enterprises (kinds of things produced on the farm) 
translates to the nancial side of the operation. Failure of a monoculture means failure of the farm. Failure of one enterprise 
in a diverse operation is compensated by success in others. On our farm, our sheep don't bring in a big prot, but their grazing 
is good for the health of the land. That helps us to produce excellent poultry and eggs, which are protable, and compensate 
for the slight or even negative protability of our lambs. And knowing that we raise our lambs ethically and respectfully, 
provides a different kind of prot for us.

Rule 6. Share the land with wildlife –Treating a farm as separate from Nature is fooling ourselves. Nothing is separate from 
Nature. Taking advantage of the benets Nature provides reduces costs and promotes health throughout the agricultural 

ecosystem.
Ultimately farming with Nature makes 
ecological and economic sense. We should 
strive to meet the challenge that Aldo Leopold 
placed before us in the land ethic: “[A] land 
ethic changes the role of Homo sapiens from 
conqueror of the land community to plain 
member and citizen of it.” We can be good 
citizens of the land community. We can feed 
ourselves without degrading our life support 
system. Perhaps we can even improve it. 
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Gary Kleppel is professor emeritus of Biology at the University at Albany and the co-owner (with his wife Pam) of 
Longeld Farm, a small sustainably managed operation 15 miles west of Albany. Dr. Kleppel's research focuses on 
agricultural ecology and sustainable food production. The Kleppels use nature-based and carbon-sequestering 
techniques on their farm to produce grass-fed lamb, wool, free-range poultry and eggs, and artisan breads. Dr. 
Kleppel is the author of nearly 100 technical works, the recipient of the 2014 Terra Award in Sustainability and the 
2016 President's Award for Excellence in Public Engagement for his efforts to strengthen the connections between 
SUNY Albany and the regional agricultural community. 



If you've spent a lot of time in the forest and had some luck, you may 
have seen a cat-sized, dark-furred blur, bounding through the 
understory. If you were super lucky, that blur stopped and sat still long 

enough for you to admire its beautiful, dark-chocolate-colored fur, or maybe 
perform some arboreal acrobatics. If it had a thick long tail, with small dark 
eyes and short ears, that blur may have been a sher (Pekania [Martes] 
pennanti). Fishers are opportunistic predators, with a fondness for porcupine 
meat. They do not eat sh, despite their name; that misnomer stems from the 
colonial Dutch term “sse” for its cousin, the European polecat (Mustela 
putorius). They remain active year-round and most of the day, requiring the 
forest habitats that provide their shelter, denning locations, and prey.

Fishers once ranged throughout the boreal and northern forests, but suffered 
tremendous range contractions and local extinctions due to forest clearing and intensive trapping for their gorgeous and 
valuable fur. Thanks to progressive conservation actions and the slow regeneration of the forests, shers have begun re-
colonizing their eastern range. The same cannot be said however, for their western counterparts who remain locally 
endangered. Across their range, it's clear that shers require forests and their populations seem most resilient in areas with 
mature and connected forests. But in 2004, shers re-appeared in suburban forest patches near Albany, New York. You can 
imagine our surprise.

Together with Dr. Roland Kays, I set out to understand how shers were moving and surviving within the fragmented, 
suburban landscape near Albany. We spent three years catching and attaching tracking collars to dozens of shers. Each collar 
contained a GPS that recorded the sher's location every two minutes and an accelerometer that recorded the animal's motion 
and body position every three minutes. Twice per week we tracked each sher to its resting spot to wirelessly download their 
data.

The stories they have told us are fascinating and encouraging. These suburban shers exhibit much of the same behaviors as 
shers in more typical habitats, but also have unique adaptations to this highly modied landscape. Like shers elsewhere, they 
are generalist predators, eating what's abundant (especially eastern grey squirrels; Sciurus carolinensis), but did not eat trash or 
human food items. Similarly, they used rest sites typical of shers elsewhere (e.g., tree cavities), but were also more resourceful 
(e.g., abandoned cars and burrows). They are raising kits and some are living long lives (e.g., one extremely long lived 11-year old 
female). They rarely left the forest, except when moving from one forest patch to the next. Perhaps their most obvious 
adaptation to suburbia is their strongly nocturnal activity pattern and frequent use of under-road tunnels and drainage pipes; 
two strategies to avoid cars and people.

Our work produced encouraging insights and answered some of our questions. Questions remain of course. This winter Dr. Elie 
Gurarie and I will place camera traps inside a Huyck Preserve plot. 
We'll use some snow tracking to assess how well the cameras detect 
shers (and some other carnivores) in the forest. Knowing what the 
cameras do detect, but also importantly what they miss, allows us to 
build a better statistical model of sher distribution and abundance in 
the area. Together with the camera trap data from my suburban sher 
study, we'll gain insight into which landscapes and habitats support 
shers and which likely do not. Fishers are remarkable animals; ones 
we are just beginning to understand.

           

Huyck Preserve and Biological Research Station
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The Comeback (sher) Kings
SCOTT LAPOINT, PH.D.

Scott LaPoint is a Postdoctoral Researcher at the Lamont-Doherty Earth 
Observatory of Columbia University and maintains an afliation with the Max 
Planck Institute for Ornithology in Radolfzell, Germany, where he completed 
his PhD and rst post-doctoral appointment. Scott researches how species, 
populations, and individual mammals respond to their dynamic environments. 
This winter he will be at the Huyck Preserve, studying carnivore behavior and 
abundance through camera traps and snow tracking. 

Visions from above. This sher is showing 
off its keen climbing skills.

It’s a rare - but exciting - occurrence to spot a 
sher in the wild
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An Interview with Our Newest Staff Member
Anne Rhoads, Ph.D., a long-time board member of the Huyck Preserve, joins the Huyck 

staff as Director of Conservation and Education. A resident of Greenville with her husband 
and children, Anne will be expanding the Preserve's research, education, conservation and 

community programs to share her love of nature and the importance of conservation. 
We recently asked Anne what inspires her about the Preserve, nature and her work:

Q: What is your earliest or most vivid memory of nature that helped set you on the path that led you to this spot?

A: I spent a lot of time in the woods as a kid despite growing up in the heart of the village of New Paltz.  The Shawangunk Mountains, 
home to the Mohonk Preserve, can be seen from my childhood home, and were, therefore, part of my every day existence.  My favorite 
memory there was of the 18-mile Walk-a-thon for World Hunger through the woods of the Mohonk Preserve and Mountain House, 
which I did with my dad, sister, and friends every year that it ran.  That tradition of all-day hiking through a beautiful wooded 
landscape with family and a community of fellow nature enthusiasts was something I looked forward to every year and was a highpoint 
of my childhood. I am so glad that the Preserve and Rensselaerville library have brought a similar tradition to our area for the children 
here to grow up with. A connection to the land has also been ingrained in me by my grandparents.  Every trip to visit them in 
Pennsylvania included a hike or camping trip on the forested land that they bought in the late 1940's.  I have spent some of my best days 
in those woods, with their towering tulip poplars and quiet creek.  Thankfully, my grandmother had the foresight to permanently 
protect that land with a conservation easement, and my children now can't wait to wander through the woods and have minnows nibble 
their toes while looking for craysh in the creek. Likely because of my time on that land, I am drawn to riparian forest and feel at home 
at the Huyck Preserve as I enjoy the woods by the edge of the water of Ten Mile Creek, Lake Myosotis, or Lincoln Pond.  

Q :  W h a t  a r e  y o u  m o s t  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  i n  t h i s  n e w  p o s i t i o n ,  f r o m  a  r e s e a r c h ,  e d u c a t i o n  s t a n d p o i n t ?

A: I am excited to build on the solid history of research and education at the Preserve. The Preserve has been the site of ground-
breaking research since 1938, making it one of the oldest individual research stations in the United States!  Today, it is increasingly 
important to support science in part so sound decisions can be made to help mitigate and manage conservation threats facing the world 
today.  I look forward to leading research at the Preserve as it builds regional partnerships, supports long-term research projects, and 
continues to attract new scientists from across the country and around the world.  The children of our region are so lucky to have this 
scientic resource in their backyard, and I am eager to welcome new and returning school groups and children during our eld trips and 
summer programs. Spending time in nature as a child is the best way to build a new generation of conservationists.  Children are not 
the only ones who benet and learn from the Preserve's research program; I look forward to connecting with adults through lectures, 
guided hikes, and new programs that will continue our tradition of connecting people with the land across generations.  

Q: Why is our mission so important?

A: The Huyck Preserve is a rare place because of its multi-pronged 
mission of research, conservation, education, and recreation.  These 
interconnected mission areas all lead to an increased connection to the 
land, increased environmental awareness, and a better understanding of 
natural systems.  Because of the vision of Jessie Van Antwerp Huyck to 
protect the initial 500 acres in honor of her late husband, Edmund Niles 
Huyck, and the work of subsequent leaders, the Preserve now 
encompasses 2000+ acres that protect the diverse habitats in the 
watershed of Ten Mile Creek. Recreation here creates a connection to 
the land and an untaught love of Nature.  Our educational programs 
bring children to the land from near and far and teach them to observe 
and ask questions about what they see.  Those programs are closely tied 
to and inspired by the research done here since 1938. The overlapping 
mission areas depend on each other to be successful and play a vital role 
in Rensselaerville and surrounding communities.

Anne on her family’s land in Pennsylvania, 2002
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Below and left: Members and board members 
enjoyed themselves at the 2017 Annual 

Benet Gala held on the lawn on Lincoln 
Pond. We are so grateful to our donors and 

supporters of this event for helping us to 
raise over $12,000 to further our efforts in 

environmental conservation, education, 
recreation, and research. 

Left and below: Oh sweet summertime! Relaxing and recreating 
lakeside is one of the summer highlights for many of our members. 
Whether swimming and boating for tness or recreation, meeting with 
family and friends in the picnic area, taking part in swim lessons (that 

we’ve offered since the 
1940’s!), catching up with 
community  members 
while  chasing sandy 
ch i ldren ,  or  s imply 
enjoying the serenity and 
beauty of nature, Lake 
Myosotis continues to 
provide lasting memories 
for all who utilize it. If 
you haven’t yet discovered 
one of Rensseaerville’s 
greatest past times, check 
back in the spring for 
information on joining our 
lake program! 

Left and right: This summer 
Evan Place, middle in each 

photo, played double-duty as 
Aquatics Director, ensuring 
the safety of our beach guests 

by hiring well-trained 
lifeguards and leading swim 
lessons, as well acting as our 
stellar Nature Study leader! 

This year students had a great 
time learning about food webs, 
animal adaptations, invasive 

species, habitats and 
ecosystems, and ecological 

succession. 

With summer at the Huyck Preserve comes the 
buzz of outdoor recreation opportunities, social 
gatherings and educational offerings, and this 
year was no exception! Between the second 
annual Rensselaerville Ramble Trail Run & 

Walk, Solar Eclipse Viewing, Annual Benet, 
Thursday Night Lecture Series, youth 

education programs, and various hikers, we 
welcomed over 1,500 guests this summer! Peruse 

the pictures for a snippet of a few highlights.

Summer 2017 
at a Glance
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Phenology 101
ANNE RHOADS, PH.D., DIRECTOR OF CONSERVATION AND EDUCATION

Those of you who have walked the Lower Falls Trail from the 
Preserve’s Visitor’s Center have probably wondered about the 
abundance of tags on trees along the way.  In recent months, you 

might have been increasingly distracted by pink agging or even seen a 
fellow hiker peering into the trees with clipboard in hand.  This short loop 
from the Visitor’s Center, across the Lower Falls Bridge, and back along 
Ten Mile Creek to Route 353 is our Phenology Trail.  Phenology is the 
study of the timing of seasonal changes and life cycle events in plants and 
animals.  We use our phenology trail to record the timing of biological 
events like leaf emergence, owering, fruit production, and leaf color 
change for each of the tagged trees and plants, while also making 
observations about the animals that we see or hear.  This is citizen science 
at its best and is part of a project set up in 
2 0 1 4  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  M o n i t o r i n g  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  A l l i a n c e  ( E M M A ) 
(http://www.emmahv.org/), a group of 10 member organizations studying pressing 
environmental issues in the Hudson Valley.  

Recording phenology is one way to monitor the impacts of climate change on seasonality in 
plants.  Changes in the timing of important biological events can result in mismatches 
between plants and animals that depend on each other.  For example, a plant’s owering 
schedule may become out of sync with its pollinators. This mismatching can have signicant 
impacts on population sizes. We are one of the nine EMMA sites joining the state-wide New 
York Phenology Project (http://www.nyphenologyproject.org/).  Want to learn more 
about this important research happening year-round at the Preserve?  Our volunteer 
phenology team is growing, and we’re always looking for more members!  Call the Preserve 
ofce at (518)797-3440 or email .  anne@huyckpreserve.org

Don’t Be Afraid!
Mark King, executive director of the Mohawk 

Hudson Land Conservancy, posed with the Huyck 
Preserve’s membership mascot at Huyck Preserve 
Board Chair Brad Dyer’s “Plenteous Potation & 
Provender” gathering to mark the end of summer, 

and encourage partygoers to join the Huyck 
Preserve before winter hibernation.

We want you!

You play an important role as steward of this 
remarkable place! Please consider making a year-

end contribution to our Annual Fund by lling 
out the form on 
the back of this 

newsletter, or 
visit us online

to make a
paperless donation:

www.huyckpreserve.org/annual-appeal
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

The start of the Phenology Trail near the Visitors Center

Watch the seasonal progression of trees marked 
with tape along the Phenology Trail



CONNECTING PEOPLE TO NATURE THROUGH CONSERVATION, EDUCATION, RECREATION AND RESEARCH

Additional donation: ________________________

Total Annual Fund Donation $ ________________

This gift is given in honor of/in memory of
                           (please circle)

_______________________________________

The Huyck Preserve is a registered 501(c)3 orgainization 
and all gifts are deductible to the extent provided by law.

Thank You!

q   $       50
q   $     100
q   $     250
q   $     500
q   $  1,000
q   $  2,500
q  Other  $_________

2017-2018 Annual Fund Form

Huyck Preserve
& Biological Research Station

Annual Fund 
Suggested Donation Levels

Name_______________________________________________________________

 Please update my information below:q 

Address____________________________________________________________

City____________________________________Sta te___________Zip__________

Phone______________________________________________________________

  q Please keep my donation anonymous by leaving it out of  Huyck Preserve publications

       q I would like to sign up for paperless correspondences. Please send membership and Annual
             Fund notifications to my email provided below:
 
       Email for paperless correspondence: ___________________________________________

      All donors will be listed on the Acknowledgment page on our website. 
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